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SUBJECT: PANAMA - NOON PRESS BRIEFING 

FOLLOWING IS AN EXCHANGE BY THE DEPT. SPOKESMAN AT TODAY'S 
NOON PRESS BRIEFING (WED., NOV. 19, 1975) CONCERNING 
PANAMA: 

Q: THERE IS A REPORT THAT SAYS AMBASSADOR BUNKER IS 
RETURNING TO PANAMA FOR NEGOTIATIONS. CAN YOU EXPLAIN 
WHERE THESE NEGOTIATIONS ARE NOW AT? 

A: IT IS TRUE THAT HE IS PLANNING TO RETURN TODAY FOR A 
RESUMPTION OF OUR NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE PANAMANIAN GOVERN- 
MENT FOR A NEW TREATY. 

Q: HOW LONG WILL HE BE THERE? 

A: PROBABLY ABOUT A WEEK, BUT I DON'T HAVE THE PRECISE 
DATE OF HIS RETURN. 

Q: DO YOU KNOW WHO ELSE IS IN THAT DELEGATION? 
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BY HIS TWO DEPUTY NEGOTIATORS, MINISTER S. MOREY BELL, AND 
HIS NEW DEPUTY GENERAL DOLVIN. 

Q: FIRST NAME? 

A: WELBORN, MIDDLE INITIAL G. 

Q: HAS THERE BEEN A MILITARY MAN ON THE COMMITTEE BEFORE? 
A: NO. 

Q: WHOSE PROPOSAL WAS THAT TO HAVE A MILITARY MAN ON THE 
COMMITTEE? 

A: I THINK THIS CAME OUT OF CONSULTATIONS HERE IN 
WASHINGTON WITHIN THE ADMINISTRATION. IT WAS ANNOUNCED 
LAST WEEK, I BELIEVE. 

Q: DID IT COME AS A SURPRISE TO THE STATE DEPARTMENT WHEN 
IT WAS ANNOUNCED? 

A: NO, NOT AT ALL. 

Q: WAS IT AN EVENTUALITY THAT WAS WELCOMED BY THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT? 

A: YES, WE DO WELCOME IT. AMBASSADOR BUNKER WELCOMED THIS 
PRESENCE OF THE GENERAL ON HIS DELEGATION. 

Q: I WOULD LIKE TO POINT OUT THAT THIS STORY DID NOT 
APPEAR IN THE NEW YORK TIMES. A PRIVATE JOKE. WHAT YOU 
FOLKS CALL A TICKER ITEM. 

A: WHAT DO YOU CALL IT? 

Q: I CALL IT THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, BY GEORGE GEDDA. 

Q: CAN YOU EXPLAIN THE CURRENT STATUS ON THE NEGOTIATIONS? 
COULD YOU DO THAT? 

A: I CAN'T GIVE YOU A PRECISE ANSWER OF WHERE THEY STAND. 
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WE REMAIN HOPEFUL THAT WE WILL BE ABLE TO WORK OUT A 
TREATY WITH PANAMA WHICH SATISFIES EVERYBODY'S RESPECTIVE 
INTERESTS AND REQUIREMENTS. KISSINGER 
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